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method, slender bacilli were found in the protoplasm of the white corpuscles, 
and also in the serum. This constant occurrence of the same bacillus in 
all the tissues affected by leprosy warrants, in the author’s opinion, the. 
conclusion that it is specific, and most probably its cause. That the dis¬ 
ease affects healthy settlers in leprous regions, and its endemic limitation 
to certain districts, as in Norway and Italy, are indications that a specific 
cause is to be sought for. Proofs of its parasitic character are, however, 
yet to be obtained, although negative results of inoculation upon animals 
as the above are in no way conclusive. Perhaps had the ape lived longer 
the result would have been very different. In view of the newly-collected 
evidence concerning its contagiousness, he considers the isolation of the 
leper by confinement the best means of overcoming leprosy as an endemic 
disease. J. C. W. 


Art. XXIX_ Lectures on the Pathology and Treatment of Lateral 

and other Forms of Curvature of the Spine. By William Adams, 

F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the Great Northern General Hospital, etc. etc. 

Second edition, pp. 302. London: J. & A. Churchill, 1882. 

Mr. Adams has long taken rank among the best teachers of orthopaedic 
surgery. His works bear the impress of patient research, with a large 
and varied experience. These lectures were originally delivered in 1860- 
61, now twenty years since, and were first published in 1864. The work 
was justly regarded at the time of its issue as the most complete treatise 
on that subject extant. The present edition is a careful revision of the 
previous edition, with an addition of the views of recent authors in a few 
notes and a short appendix. It is only the notes and appended matters, 
therefore, that we need to notice. 

The muscular theory of the causation of rotation of the spine advanced 
by Dods, and maintained by Harwell, is discarded, and the mechanical theory 
of Shaw advocated. Judson added to Shaw’s explanation, the action of 
the muscular and fibrous attachments of the spinous processes, which tend 
to maintain these portions of the vertebras in the median line, while the 
bodies, being unsupported, deviate to the right or left under the vertical 
pressure, which is the direct cause of lateral curvature. It follows that 
while the posterior portions were held in the median plane by the muscu¬ 
lar and fibrous attachments, the bodies of the vertebrae fall away from the 
median line to the right or left. This additional explanation is approved 
by the author. 

In discussing methods of treatment the author enters upon debatable 
ground of great interest to American surgeons. The question of the value 
of the recently adopted plaster jacket of Dr. Sayre is considered, and judg¬ 
ment is given adverse to its employment in any form of lateral curvature. 
The author remarks on cases where there is slight structural changes : 
“ The plaster-of-Paris jacket, embodying, as it does, the principle of immo¬ 
bility, is inapplicable to these cases.” He favours combining mechanical 
support, gymnastic exercises, and partial recumbency. The mechanical 
support recommended is in the form of the steel spinal instrument with 
spring plates. 

In confirmed structural curves the author also rejects the plaster jacket, 
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“ which, by its constant application, tends to weaken the spinal muscles, 
and hinders the use of gymnastic exercises.” He prefers, in these cases, 
mechanical support of a'kind that is elastic, and may be removed at night. 
The poro-plaster jacket is mentioned favourably. 

We believe Mr. Adams but reflects the opinions of surgeons who have 
had much experience in the treatment of lateral curvature in giving his 
preference in treatment to elastic rather than immobile appliances, and in 
laying great stress upon the fact that these appliances are in no sense cura¬ 
tive. Physiological methods of cure must ever be uppermost in the mind 
of both surgeon and patient. 

The mechanical execution of the work is excellent. This edition has 
an addition of eleven well-executed new wood-cuts. S. S. 


Art. XXX_ A Manual of Dental Surgery and Pathology. By 

Alfred Coleman, L.R.C.P., F.R.C.S., Senior Dental Surgeon and 
Lecturer on Dental Surgery to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital and Dental 
Hospital of London, etc. Thoroughly revised and adapted to the use of 
American Students and Practitioners by Thomas C. Stellwagen, 
M.A., M.D., D.D.S., Professor of Physiology in the Philadelphia Den¬ 
tal College. 8vo. pp. 408. Philadelphia : Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co., 
1882. 

The specialty of dentistry has made wondrous strides within the last 
quarter of a century, and this book by Professor Coleman well testifies to 
that fact. Coming from a gentleman so thoroughly educated professionally, 
and as the result of his large practical experience, it is instructive to the 
dental specialist, and ought to command the earnest attention of the general 
practitioner, who could not fail to be interested, at least, by a perusal of 
its pages. 

The book is a plain, concise and honest instructor and guide, and is 
written by an earnest worker. It has been thoroughly revised and adapted 
to the use of the American student and practitioner by Professor Stell¬ 
wagen, the American editor, who has added some excellent notes and two 
chapters (VII.—XII.) on instruments and fitting artificial crowns to roots 
of natural teeth, making about one hundred additional pages, illustrated 
by some three hundred and twenty instruments, all of which has increased 
the practical value of the book. D. H. G. 


Art. XXXI .—Practical Medical Anatomy. By Ambrose L. Ranney, 
M.D. 8vo. pp. xxii., 339; Fig. 156. New York: Win. Wood & 
Co., 1882. 

After a number of other titles which Dr. Ranney appends to his name, 
he adds those of three works of which he is the author, but judiciously 
veils a fourth, the “ Anatomical Plates,” which we reviewed in our num- 



